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WELCOME 
Welcome to the Fringe Festival 200 l. The Opera fnstitute provides two 
mainstage productions at the Boston University Theater each year. In keeping with its 
pedagogical objectives of exposing its young professional singers to a wide variety of 
directorial, musical, and performance styles, a new outreach venue was started five years 
ago called the Fringe Festival. Modeled after the f1inge events outside the Edinburgh 
Festival, the festival brings together talented young professional singers and audiences in 
an intimate venue to share significant, rarely performed one-act operas. 
In planning this year ' s festival, we found one opera, Yiktor Ullmann ' s The 
Kaiser from Atlantis, which is such powerful music theater that we chose it as our only 
opera offering, giving it eight performances . We surrounded it with satellite events to give 
an historical perspective, and to share some of the rich artistic treasures that miraculously 
survived the Holocaust, though most of the artists did not. We are thrilled that 
international stage director Rhoda Levine, whose commitment to Der Kaiser von Atlantis 
dates to the world premiere in Holland in 1975, was available and willing to share her 
unique experience with us. Ms. Levine staged that production in collaboration with 
conductor Kerry Woodward, who discovered the piece; translator Aaron Kramer; and 
international set designer Robert Israel. She directed its subsequent American premiere in 
San Francisco in 1977 and numerous other productions, including Spoleto USA and most 
recently Chicago Opera Theater. 
Through a generous gift from Chicago Opera Theater our singers perfom1 on Mr. 
Israel's set, which was designed for the world premiere. Other very special contributions 
are noted elsewhere in the program, not the least of which was the time and moral support 
given by members of the festival committee. Sitting around the picnic table at 
Tanglewood this summer, we could not realize the timeliness of the fateful title chosen to 
share our vision: 
MUSIC OF WAR, RESISTANCE, HOPE: Remembering the Holocaust 
A tribute to those whose spirit survives triumphantly in art. 
This performance, and indeed the whole festival, draws on the gifts and 
collective wisdom and talents of Holocaust survivors and students, theologians and artists, 
scholars and musicians, technicians and singers: generous and creative human beings not 
unlike those interred at Terezin where Viktor Ullmann, Peter Kien and that brave group of 
singers and musicians came together and rehearsed, but never performed, this remarkable 
song of Death's advice to the living. 
The process of gathering our forces , particularly at this time of world mourning, 
has been a spiritual journey. I have been both touched and profoundly energized by the 
willingness on the part of so many to share their expertise, their art, and their hearts. We 
offer .our performance tonight as a gesture of thanks, of hope, and of healing. 
Sharon Daniels 
Director of Opera Programs 
SYNOPSIS 
Scene I: Nowhere in particular 
Death and Pierrot (Life) lament that in the modem world life has lost its meaning. TI1e 
Drummer appears with a proclamation from the Emperor of Atlantis: a declaration of 
universal war- all-against-all for the glory of the empire. Death is outraged and refuses to 
cooperate. 
Scene II: Th e Imperial Palace 
The sick, the old, the mo11ally wounded cry out for Death, but they can no longer die. 
Because of Death ' s refusal to let the people die, Kaiser Over-All ' s power is undermined. 
Scene lll: Th e Battlefield 
A Soldier and a Maiden try to kill each other, but, instead, fall in love. The Drummer tries 
to tempt the Soldier to return to war. 
Intermezzo: Th e Dance of the Living 
Scene JV: Th e Imperial Palace 
Death returns. The Kaiser is overjoyed until he hears that Death will remain only if he, 
Over-All , agrees to be the first victim. Over-All is stunned; he later agrees to take Death's 
hand . 
Th e company rises for the finale: 
"Come death, our w011hy honored guest, 
into our hea11s descending 
make us pri ze all human wo11h , 
to other lives awaken. 
Let this commandment be our truth. 
The great and sovereign name of death must not be lightly taken." 
"The will to create is the will to live." 
-Viktor Ullmann 
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Giuseppe Verd.i: Me~sa da Requiem 
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